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Anew government is all set to be
formed at the centre. The
young generation of this

country has lot of expectations from the
new government. The rupee is
dwindling. Unemployment is
increasing. Farming community, the
backbone of this country is suffering more than anybody else,
while the middle class is beginning to feel helpless.

On the other hand, threat to national security is constantly
growing. While enemies are regrouping outside the national
borders, developed countries are jealously trying to keep India
under tab. And internal security problems are immense.

The new government at the centre should focus on using the
young talent for the benefit of this country. Ideal leadership must
be provided and politicians should make at least minimum
sacrifices to win the confidence of the people. Patriotic fervor
should be infused among the people of this country.

Citizens of this country should know their duties towards the
nation and keep themselves ready for any challenge. We can
question the government only when we discharge our duty to the
nation. And the government will be cautious when its citizens are
alert and questioning.

Literate youth of this nation should make best use of the Right
to Information (RTI) Act 2005 to keep a vigil on the governance.
The youth should also go deep into the rights guaranteed by the
Constitution and various schemes implemented by the central
and state governments for the benefit of its people.

The RTI Act should be used in such a way to educate fellow
citizens and create awareness among them. The elected
representatives and government officials must be kept on
tenterhooks and their duty to the citizens should be reminded to
them very frequently.

It is time the vigilant youth put a stop to the corruption and
pave way for an honest society which in turn helps in the all-
round development of this nation.

EDITOR’S DESK
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BG RAJESWAR

The criminal case related to
fictitious cable television
channels and swindling by the

corrupt Information & Public
Relations Department officials of
crores of rupees public money in the
garb of releasing government
advertisements to the fake TV
channels has been transferred to the
Crime Investigation Department
(CID).
The case was earlier investigated

by the detective department of the
Hyderabad city police. It may be
recalled the city police had registered
a case (Cr. No. 33 of 2014) on a
complaint given on February 15 by
one Mohammed Irfan Marfani,
chairman of IBM News, a self styled
cable TV News & Entertainment
channel.
In his complaint, Irfan

specifically named two persons – M
A Majeed, Personal Assistant to the
Chief Information Engineer of the
I&PR department and Zahed Quadri
aka Haji, chairman of AG
Communications, while the names of
other accused are a matter of probe.
Irfan alleged in his complaint that

Haji introduced him to Majeed and
both of them convinced him to give
signed blank letter heads of his news
channel with a promise to provide
advertisements from the government
departments.
However, Majeed and Haji

fraudulently gave authorization to
Akar Marketing Private Limited, an
agency capable of getting
advertisements from government for
television channels and swallowed
the money paid by the departments

for televising advertisements, Irfan
alleged.
He also alleged that Majeed and

Haji had created fictitious news
channels through their associates and
collected huge amounts on the

Cable mafia case
transferred to CID

CITY NEWS
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pretext of televising government
advertisements.  Sources in the city
police said the case has been
transferred to CID as the city police
has been facing serious staff crunch.
It might be mentioned here that

the Information & Broadcasting
Ministry has recently asked the
Hyderabad district magistrate to take
suitable necessary action in
accordance with the provision
contained in section 2 & 11 of Cable
Television Networks (Regulation)
Act, 1995.
The official correspondence was

sent following a complaint lodged by
‘The News You Like Correspondent
Mohsin Bin Hussain Al Kasary’ with
the I&B ministry regarding
broadcasting of illegal cable TV
news channels by Multi System
Operators (MSOs) in Hyderabad.
Series of reports were published

in the magazine on how the self-
styled cable TV channels without
having any license from I&B
ministry were operating with the
support of the officials of I&PR
department.
Some corrupt I&PR officials had

been releasing government
advertisements worth crores of
rupees to these illegal channels,
while the MSOs were broadcasting
the programmes of the illegal
channels in return for handsome
money.
The illegal cable TV channels are

operating in the garb of Local Cable
Operator (LCO) license obtained
from the postal department by paying
a fee of Rs 500. According to
information collected under the RTI
Act, the department of posts is not
authorized to give license for
establishing the local cable television
channel, but is authorized to grant
license to local cable operator only.
One has to make an application to

the Ministry of I&B along with a fee

of Rs 1 crore and furnish a bank
guarantee of Rs 2 crore to secure
broadcasting license. Neither the
service providers such as Hathway
nor the officials of I&PR should treat
the local cable operators as
broadcasters. It is illegal for the
service providers to beam the
programmes of these LCOs. But the
service providers collect money from

the LCOs and beam their
programmes since the regulating
authorities look the other way.
Some of these channels are also

engaged in broadcasting provocative
speeches triggering communal
tensions. The Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995
authorises District Magistrate, Sub-
divisional Magistrate and the
Commissioner of Police to initiate
action against those who violate the
provisions of the Act.
Whoever contravenes any

provisions of this Act shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to two years
or with fine which may extend to Rs
1,000 or with both for the first
offense. For every subsequent
offense, the Act prescribes
imprisonment for a term which may
extend to five years and fine which
may extend to Rs 5,000.
The LCOs are brazenly violating

the provisions of this Act
continuously but the authorised
officers are least bothered about the
violations. Written complaints given
to the district collector and the police
commissioner in this regard were
conveniently ignored, sources said.
Even the officials of I&PR, who

are supposed to be thoroughly aware
of the provisions, have stooped to

such a low that they have issued
accreditation cards for the employees
of these LCOs without verifying the
documents.
The I&PR officials simply

ignored to verify whether the so-
called cable TV channels have
permission from the Ministry of I&B
and Labour Department before
issuing accreditation cards because
there has been a larger nexus
between the corrupt officials and
people running certain cable
television channels without
broadcasting license.
But the District Magistrate, Sub-

divisional Magistrate and the
Commissioner of Police, who are
authorized by The Cable Television
Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 to
initiate action against those who
violate the provisions of the Act
remained mute spectators to the
illegality. Despite this no tangible
action has been taken so far.  

CITY NEWS
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One of the brand ambassadors of the
Election Commission was a in a shock
on April 30 when he found his name

missing from the voters’ list.
Popular Telugu comedian Brahmanandam

had to face the bitter experience when he went
to cast his vote at a polling station in posh
Jubilee Hills.
He was seen in advertisements exhorting

the voters to go out and vote. "What do you
want? One day celebration or five years
happiness. Don't sell your vote for money,
alcohol, gifts," says one of the advertisements
featuring the 58-year-old actor.
The disappointed actor and his wife had to

return home without casting votes as their
names were missing from the voters’ list.
It may be recalled the actor recently faced

another bitter experience when a case was filed
against him in the High Court for misuse of
Padma award given to him.
According to rules, nobody should use

Padma award, the highest civilian award, as a
prefix or suffix to their names. However, the
award was added as a prefix to his name in the
titles of all the movies acted by him.
BJP leader N Indrasena Reddy filed a case

in the High Court against Brahmanandam and
another actor M Mohan Babu for misusing the
Padma award for commercial purposes. The
high court directed the authorities to withdraw
the awards given to both the actors and warned
the actors not to use the title as a prefix or
suffix. 

brahmi’s
name missing

in voter list

EC GOOF UP
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two contestants belonging to all india
majlis-e-ittehadul muslimeen (aimim) –
akbaruddin owaisi from

chandrayanagutta and mumtaz ahmed Khan
from yakutpura assembly constituencies
respectively – violated the model code of
conduct. 
While akbaruddin concealed in his election
affidavit disclosure of an asset he had acquired
in the year 2005, mumtaz Khan was supposed
to have been disqualified as a legislator and
barred from contesting for the next six years
since he was convicted in a criminal case. 
separate complaints were lodged with the
election commission to this effect. yet, the
election commission did not initiate any action

for the reasons best known to them.  What
more! the returning officer (ro) of
chandrayanagutta assembly constituency
refused to receive the complaint on the pretext
that common people cannot file a complaint
against the contestants. instead, he directed
the complainant to approach the court. 
strange it may sound but the election
commission officials, despite having power in
their reach, did not take any action and instead
want the complainant to go to the court. it
appears the officials want the courts to spend
their valuable time on this case though they
had the powers to take timely action and make
the democratic process of elections more
meaningful.

EC officials make
mockery of the system

EC GOOF UP
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In a bid to prevent criminalsgetting elected to legislatures and
Parliament, the Supreme Court of

India has given a landmark judgment
on July 10, 2013.
In its order, the apex court ruled

that “MPs and MLAs will be
immediately disqualified if they are
convicted in a criminal case by a trial
court. The court struck down Section
8 (4) of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951, which protects
convicted MPs and MLAs from
disqualification if they appeal before
a higher court within three months, on
the ground of pendency of appeal.”
But it appears some election

officials are making mockery of the
apex court order by not taking timely
action against the law makers
convicted in criminal cases.
Take the case of All India Majlis-

e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
MLA Mumtaz Ahmed Khan,
representing Yakutpura Assembly
Constituency in Old city of
Hyderabad.
In his nomination papers Mumtaz

Khan has stated that he has been
convicted under section 353 of Indian
Penal Code by the VII Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate,
Hyderabad in a case registered by the
Santoshnagar police (Cr. No.
164/2007 u/s 341, 353, 188, 224 R/w
34 IPC).
He also stated in his nomination

papers that an appeal has been filed
before the Metropolitan Sessions

Judge, Hyderabad and the condone
delay petition is still pending.
According to Supreme Court

order, he should not be given any
relaxation. If the Returning Officer or
the election commission gives any
relaxation, it amounts to non-
compliance of the order of the highest
court of the country, thereby leading
to contempt of court and injustice to
common public.
A specific complaint was given to

the Returning Officer (RO) and also
the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) of
Andhra Pradesh in this connection.
The CEO has sent an urgent
communication to the RO on April 11

asking the latter to “Examine the
complaint and initiate necessary
action in the light of the instructions
issued by the Supreme Court in its
order dated July 10, 2013.”
The CEO also asked the RO to

intimate the complainant about the
action taken in this connection.
However, RO seems to be reluctant to
initiate any action due to which
Mumtaz Khan went ahead with the
election campaign and polling was
also conducted.
It has to be seen whether the

election officials would dare to
initiate any action at least after the
polling. 

Election officials ignore July 10, 2013 Supreme Court order

Convicted MIM MLA
allowed to contest

Section 353 of Indian Penal Code, 1860 (Assault or criminal force
to deter public servant from discharge of his duty) reads as under:
“Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any person being a

public servant in the execution of his duty as such public servant, or
with intent to prevent or deter that person from discharging his duty as
such public servant, or in consequence of anything done or attempted
to be done by such person to the lawful discharge of his duty as such
public servant, shall be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or
with both.”
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MIM leader Akbaruddin
Owaisi conceals facts
D BAL REDDY

It appears the tall claimsmade by the election
commission over strict

enforcement of election
code of conduct turned out
mere rhetoric of media
frenzy officials.
The Chief Electoral

Officer (CEO) of Andhra
Pradesh, Bhanwarlal had
told the media that
nomination papers filed by
candidates would be
rejected even if a single
column is found unfilled or
any facts are concealed.
However, the election

commission officials are
now ignoring the fact that
MIM leader Akbaruddin
Owaisi, who had contested
the election from
Chandrayanagutta
Assembly Constituency in Old city,
had deliberately not disclosed an
asset he had purchased in the year
2005.
Documents available with The

News show that Akbaruddin had
purchased part of the house bearing
Municipal Number 18-7-316, (Old
No.36/1), (New No. 18-7-316/A),
comprised of land admeasuring 577
square yards, situated at Dareecha
Range Ali Shah, Hyderabad.
The land was purchased one

Subhash Chandra Pandey, of

Charkaman area on April 19, 2005,
for an amount of Rs 8,77,000. But
the MIM leader did not disclose the
details of this particular property in
his election affidavit either in the
current election or in 2009 elections,
thereby resorting to concealment of
facts.
It is said the property actually

belongs to Ramchanderji Math and
there exists a larger conspiracy
behind the purchase of the same,
aimed at luring the voters of a
particular section of the society by

inciting religious sentiments.
The fact that Akbaruddin has
purchased the property with
a particular motive was
campaigned silently in the
Old city.
RTI activist and

journalist Moullim Mohsin
Bin Hussain Al-Kasary filed
a complaint in this
connection with the election
commission a day after
Akbaruddin filed his
nomination papers. A
certified copy of the sale
deed showing purchase of
the asset by the MIM leader
was also given to the election
commission seeking action.
However, the Returning

Officer (RO) of
Chandrayanagutta Assembly
Constituency refused to
receive the complaint on the
pretext that only contesting

candidates can file complaints and
citizens should approach the court.
On the other hand, the office of

CEO received the complaint and also
forwarded the same to the RO
through proper channel with a
direction to look enquire into the
complaint and initiate action
accordingly. Yet, the RO did not take
any action and Akbaruddin was
allowed to fight the election. It is
time the election commission take
action according to law before the
election results are announced. 

Election Commission remains mute spectator

EC GOOF UP
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Sexual exploitation of poor
muslim girls, particularly
minors, continues in the city as

old aged foreigners keep coming
here for sexual pleasures in the name
of marriage.
Brokers including some Qazis

lure parents of minor
muslim girls offering
thousands of rupees for
giving their girls in
marriage to aged
foreigners, mostly Arab
nationals. In some
cases, parents are
deceived saying the so-
called Arab Sheiks
would take the girl
along with him.
But in most cases,

the old aged Arabs
merely exploit the
minor girls sexually and
leave them behind. The
brokers would make the
necessary arrangements
even before the ‘nikah’
takes place. The brokers make sure
that the girl unknowingly puts her
signature on some papers which
include the ‘talaqnama’ so that the
old aged Arab can leave India after
enjoying with the girl for a few days.
A 61-year-old Oman national, Al-

Madasari Rashed Masaaod Rashid,
who came to India on a tourist visa,
was arrested last month for allegedly
marrying two minor girls and
sexually exploited them.

Police busted the racket by
arresting 11 others - two Qazis who
performed the illegal marriages and
brokers including four women.
Al-Madasari Rashed Masaaod

Rashid, who had come to India on a
tourist visa, married a 14-year-old
girl and after she escaped from his
clutches, married another minor and

sexually assaulted her, said Deputy
Commissioner of Police (South) S.
Tripathi.
The Oman national, who was

staying at a flat in the posh Banjara
Hills, married a 14-year-old girl on
April 9 by paying Rs 60,000 to her
mother. However, the victim, a
resident of Talabkatta in the old city,
escaped from his clutches.
Rashid, who is a landlord, then

had a contract marriage with another

minor from the old city with the help
of brokers. He paid Rs 80,000 to the
mother of the 15-year-old, a resident
of Shivarampally. Police said he
committed sexual assault on the girl
from April 15 to April 18.
The marriages with the minor

girls came to light when the first
victim along with her maternal uncle

lodged a complaint with
Bhavaninagar police station.
Police arrested 11 persons other

than the Oman national in the case.
The arrested 'Qazis' have been
identified as Mohammed Zahid Ali
Hyder and Mohammed Ghouse
Mohiuddin.
Police seized three mobile

phones, Rashid's Omani passport and
cash including Rs 5,000, $2,725 and
120 riyals. 

Oman national held for
marrying minor girls

COPS & CROOKS
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It appears the proscribed StudentsIslamic Movement of India
(SIMI) is regrouping to launch its

operations to gather funds for terror
activities.
Intelligence agencies got the hint

after the interrogation of dreaded
terrorist Waqas aka Zia-ur-Rehman,
who was arrested from Ajmer in
March.
Pakistani bomb-making expert,

who is currently in custody with the
Delhi Police, spilled the beans about
the active members of SIMI.
Intelligence officials were baffled

to know about his links with Abu
Faizal alias 'Doctor', a top SIMI
member, who used to motivate
Muslim youth to form a separate
wing called 'Maal-e-Ganimat', to
indulge in bank robberies to mobilize
funds for terror activities.
Faizal was arrested in December

2013 after he escaped from Khandwa
jail in Madhya Pradesh along with
five other SIMI members on October
2, 2013. Faizal was the mastermind
of the jailbreak.
As part of the 'Maal-e-Ganimat',

which means to acquire funds by any
means, Faizal's group robbed a rural
bank in Narmada in 2009. He was
also involved in bank lootings in
Dewas and Itarsi, in Madhya
Pradesh.
Intelligence sources said Faizal

was never involved in any terror
activities in the state, but was
involved in providing funds for terror
activities through bank loot. He was

in touch with the Indian Mujahideen
men before his arrest in 2011.
According to intelligence

sources, overseas based IM
commanders have asked their
underground operatives in India to
involve SIMI activists in regrouping.
Sources say the regrouped SIMI
might begin resorting to "Maal-e-
Ganimat" or "Ganimat ka Maal".
"If the SIMI is formed again, the

incidents of robbery and dacoity
might also increase in the country," a
source said. Before 2010, SIMI
members were found to be involved
in several bank robberies in the
middle and southern parts of the
country.
Police suspect that five SIMI

operatives who were very close to
Faizal and were part of the Khandwa
jailbreak could be involved in
regrouping of SIMI. After the

jailbreak, while Faizal was nabbed,
the five men are still absconding.
Intelligence agencies recently

launched a special hunt to zero down
on the five absconding SIMI
members. The five include
Aizazuddin, Aslam, Zakir Hussain,
Sheikh Mehboob and Iqrar of
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.
SIMI was formed in Aligarh in

1977 and had thousands of members
and offices in almost every district of
Madhya Pradesh before it was
banned in 2002. More than 1,200
SIMI members were arrested after
the ban. In 2007, the Supreme Court
of India described SIMI as a
secessionist movement.
The IM, a byproduct of SIMI,

was formed in 2010. The IM's
members were found to be involved
in several bomb blast incidents
across the country. 

SIMI REGROUPING
AGAIN: NTELLIGENCE

COPS & CROOKS
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The Supreme Court quashed
Section 6A of the Delhi
Special Police Establishment

Act that mandates the CBI to take
prior sanction of the government
before investigating an officer of the
rank of joint secretary and above in
corruption cases.
The apex court's Constitution

Bench of Chief Justice R M Lodha,
Justice A K Patnaik, Justice

Sudhansu Jyoti Mukhopadhyaya,
Justice Dipak Misra and Justice
Fakkir Mohamed Ibrahim Kalifulla
said Section 6A discriminates and
divides the bureaucracy into two sets
of officers and shields those at the
senior level.
The court said the government

could not protect one of them while
leaving the other to fend for himself.
A corrupt servant is a corrupt servant
and corruption is enemy of the
nation, the court said.

The verdict striking down
Section 6A of the Delhi Special
Police Establishment Act came on a
petition filed by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy.
It is seen as a landmark verdict

since the corrupt bureaucrats had
been escaping from corruption cases
on the pretext of lack of sanction
from the competent authority. This
provision was grossly misused by the
almost all the governments – both at
the centre and states – so far. 

Sanction for
probing senior

officers not
needed: SC

JUDICIAL NEWS
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Andhra Pradesh High Court on
April 22 set aside an order of a

special court that sentenced 21
people to life imprisonment and 35
others to one year jail for the 1991
massacre of Dalits in Guntur district.
The high court struck down the

sentence for lack of evidence in the
sensational case, which had attracted
national attention.
A division bench headed by

Justice L Narasimha Reddy observed
that the prosecution failed to produce
sufficient evidence before the court,
and noted that the accused have
already spent a long time in jail.
The high court pronounced its

judgment on a petition by the
convicts who challenged the special

court's order in what is known as
Chundur massacre case.
The court directed Guntur district

superintendent of police to make
adequate security measures and
ensure that no procession or
celebration is organised after the
convicts are released.
In 2007, a special court sentenced

21 to life imprisonment and 35 others
to one year rigorous imprisonment
and imposed a fine of Rs 2,000 each,
convicting them for the massacre.
The court set up under the

SC/STs Prevention of Atrocities Act,
1989, held 56 people guilty but
acquitted 123 others for lack of
evidence.
Eight Dalits were killed and

many others injured in attacks
allegedly by upper caste people on

August 6, 1991 at Chundur village of
Guntur district. The houses of Dalits
were looted and set afire and many
families were forced to flee from
Chundur and adjoining villages.
The police filed a charge sheet

against 219 people, of whom 33 died
during the trial and seven were let off
as police did not find any evidence
against them. The case was heard
over nearly 16 years in the country's
first-ever special court set up at the
scene of an atrocity.
Guntur superintendent of police

Satyanarayana said the high court
order would be challenged in the
Supreme Court.
Several Dalit organisations have

also reacted strongly to the high court
order. They plan to challenge the
high court order in the apex court. 

HC strikes down all sentences
in Chundur massacre case

JUDICIAL NEWS
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Actor-turned-politician and union
minister K Chiranjeevi had to face
embarrassing moments at a polling
station in Hyderabad on April 30.
A voter raised objection when

Chiranjeevi did not follow the queue

for exercising his right to vote and
instead attempted to vote directly
causing anger among those who were
waiting in the queue for long.
The visuals aired in television

channels showed Chiranjeevi arrived
at the polling station in Jubilee Hills
area along with his family members

and directly walked towards the
polling officials in an apparent
attempt to exercise their votes and
leave the place without standing in
the queue.
Senior citizens including a

former high court judge were in the
queue but it seems Chiranjeevi did
not bother to wait for his turn.
However, one of the voters, Karthik,
who was already waiting in the
queue, raised objection and asked the
union minister to follow the queue.
The actor-turned-politician was

taken aback by the sudden
development and tried to pacify the
angry young man. Karthik, who
came to India from London for
exercising his right to vote, insisted
that the politician must come in
queue.
Chiranjeevi was left embarrassed

and red faced but he had no other
option as television channels focused
their cameras on him. He and his
family members went back stood in
the queue to cast their vote.
Later, Chiranjeevi tried to cover

up his act saying he only wanted to
check with the polling staff if he and
his family were indeed voters in the
polling station.  

cHiru and family
lEft EmbarrassEd

SHAME SHAME
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It has become a common practicefor most of the political parties to
lure voters by offering money for

each vote. However, it appears the
newly formed YSR Congress party is
ahead of all others in this aspect.
Beginning with the local body

elections earlier this year, the YSRCP
leaders had been distributing money
and material to voters in an
unprecedented manner. Ranging
from pressure cookers to sarees,
cricket kits to currency notes, the
YSRCP is not leaving any stone
unturned to woo the voters.
Andhra Pradesh police has seized

around Rs 150 crore in cash that was

being transported by the political
parties to be distributed among the
voters couple of days before the
polling. Of the seized money,
majority amount was recovered from
the leaders and supporters belonging
to YSRCP.
According to police, YSRCP

activists were found transporting
crores of rupees. One such biggest
seizure was made by the Cyberabad
police when alleged YSRCP activists
were bringing unaccounted cash
worth Rs 8 crore in a bus from
Bangalore to Hyderabad.
Also, YSRCP leaders tried to

smuggle cash bundles hidden in car
engines but the currency notes caught
fire and the vehicle was damaged. In

another case, money hidden in a car
parked in a garage was recovered.
It is also reported from certain

places that YSRCP leaders had
distributed fake currency notes.
Sources said the fake currency notes
were printed in Pakistan and
smuggled to Andhra Pradesh via
Nepal and Bangladesh.
This clearly shows that Pakistan’s

Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) has
been successful in dumping large
amounts of fake currency with the
help of its agents who had secret
deals with political leaders.
The police should probe this

aspect seriously since the Pakistan
printed currency poses serious threat
to Indian economy, analysts said. 

ysrcp aHEad
of otHErs in

bribing votErs
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An online poll conducted by a
media group shows Indian
Australians seek a change in

government back home as they were
fed up with corruption and poor
leadership.  
More than two-thirds of the

respondents predicted a resounding
defeat for the incumbent Congress
party and the opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) likely to be swept
to power in the 2014 Indian elections.
A survey conducted by Indian

Link media group has revealed

overwhelming support for the BJP in
Australia's Indian community, as
opposed to the Congress party that
has been in power for 10 years.
A whopping 73 percent of the

respondents in Indian Link's poll said
they backed the BJP. The fledgling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) snared a
surprising 16 percent of the
Australian-Indian vote, while the
Congress Party managed only a poor
six percent.
A sizable number of respondents

of the Indian Link survey (55
percent), were long-term residents of
Australia. They do genuinely want to

be able to have a say in the elections;
an overwhelming 82 percent of the
respondents claimed they would like
a chance to be able to vote.
Corruption and poor leadership, it

was revealed in comments, are
leading India astray, and the desire for
change is clear from the strong
endorsement of the Narendra Modi-
led BJP.
Indian Link is Australia's leading

community media organisation with
a fortnightly newspaper in Sydney
and monthly in Melbourne, Brisbane,
Adelaide and Perth and a 24/7 radio
station. 

Indian Australians favour
change of government



The News You Like | May 201418

THE NEWS BUREAU

It is common for the politicians toget carried away after whey they
see huge turnout at their public

meetings, particularly during the
election meetings and go down to any
extent to woo the voters.
In the same manner, Samajwadi

Party chief Mulayam Singh Yadav
has said that the death penalty in rape
cases was ‘unfair’ as boys do make
‘mistakes. At an election rally in
Moradabad on April 10, Mulayam
Singh told the gathering that he
would change the law if his party
comes to power at the centre.
"Ladkon se aisi galtiyan ho jaati

hain to iska ye matlab nahin ki
phaansi de di jaye (Boys do make
such mistakes but that does not mean
that they should be sent to the
gallows)," he said.
Referring to the Shakti Mills rape

case in Mumbai, the former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister said: "Two or
three accused have been given death
sentence in Mumbai. We will change

such laws when we come to power ...
we will also ensure punishment of
those who report false cases."
"If boys and girls have difference,

and the girl goes and gives a
statement that I have been raped, then
the poor fellows are punished," he
said.
The comment drew flak across

the party lines. Congress leader
Shobha Oza said: "Congress
condemns the comment. There is zero
tolerance for crime against women."
She added there are provisions for
action in case a frivolous complaint is
filed.
Soon after the statement, the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) flayed
Mulayam Singh for his "insensitive
and shameful" statement.
Vijay Bahadur Pathak, state

spokesman of the BJP, said the
former chief minister's comments
were unacceptable and very sad.
Pathak said the statement of the

SP supremo comes as a shock as he
was very critical of rape cases during
the Mayawati-led Bahujan Samaj

Party regime in the state.
Noted lawyer Vrinda Grover said,

"Death penalty is an alibi for
Mulayam Singh to attack the new law
that recognises the integrity of
woman's body. Right from the
beginning, he and his party were
creating impediments in the way of
stringent laws to protect women. His
utterances support the view that
women have no rights over their body
and they are something of a plaything
for males."
"What Mulayam Singh has said is

both 'unfortunate and insensitive'. It
is unfortunate that this was coming
from a politician who is aspiring to be
the prime minister of the country and
his party having a national presence
in the country's polity," said eminent
Supreme Court counsel Kamini
Jaiswal.
Former policewoman and social

activist Kiran Bedi said no one should
vote for him. "This statement is not
just against women, it is against
society. He should be punished with
no votes," she said. 

Boys rape girls out of mistake, they
do not deserve death: Mulayam
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Blocking websites with pornographic
content in the country would cause
more harm as literary content
containing such words would also
not be available for public on
the internet, the union
government informed the
Supreme Court.
Appearing before a

bench headed by
Justice B S Chauhan,
Additional Solicitor
General K V
Vishwanathan
submitted that
blocking all such
websites would cause
greater harm.
"Everything would be
blocked and even good
literature would be blocked
and it would cause greater
harm," he said.
He submitted that a software has

to be installed in every computer for
blocking such websites and a
direction has to be passed for all
computer manufacturers to install
software.
The court was hearing a petition

filed by Indore-based
advocate Kamlesh
Vaswani who pleaded
that although
watching obscene
videos was not an
offence, pornographic
sites should be banned
as they were one of
the major causes

behind crime against women.
The petition filed through

advocate Vijay Panjwani says that

the absence of Internet laws
encourages people to watch porn
videos and over 20 crore porn videos
or clippings are freely available in
the market, which have been directly
downloaded from the Internet or
copied from video CDs.

The petition states, "The
sexual content that kids are
accessing today is far
more graphic, violent,
brutal, deviant and
destructive and has
put entire society in
danger and also poses
threat to public order
in India. Most
offences committed
against
women/girls/children
are fuelled by
pornography. The worrying

issue is that the severity and
gravity of such images is

increasing. It is a matter of serious
concern that prepubescent children
are being raped," the petition added.
The apex court on November 18

issued notice to the Department of
Telecommunication (DoT) seeking
its response as to how to block
websites with pornographic content

in the country, particularly
those featuring child
pornography.
However, the Indian

government is advancing a
strange argument while its
counterpart in China has
already initiated action and
blocked several porn
websites.  

Porn websites cannot be
blocked: Government
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The administration of famous
Sri Padmanabhaswamy
Temple in Kerala has been

entrusted by the Supreme Court to a
five-member committee headed by
the district judge of
Thiruvananthapuram.
The apex court also said the keys

of the temple vault holding its
treasure would be handed over to the
district judge.
The bench of Justice R M Lodha

and Justice A K Patnaik said former
comptroller and auditor general
(CAG) Vinod Rai would undertake
the audit of the temple accounts and
properties.
The court's interim order on the

administration of the temple came on

the recommendations of amicus
curiae Gopal Subramaniam, who had
sought overhauling of the functioning
of the temple.
Before passing the order, the court

took on board counsel K K
Venugopal and Additional Solicitor
General K V Vishwanathan
representing the royal family and the
Kerala government, respectively.
The court also appointed senior

IAS officer and former administrator
of the Guruvayur temple Satish
Kumar as the executive officer of the
Sri Padmanabhaswamy temple.
After appointing Satish Kumar,

the court said the incumbent
executive officer and administrative
officer would proceed on a four-
month leave. The court said none of
the properties of the temple would be
alienated or dealt with.
The five-member committee will

comprise the Thiruvananthapuram
district judge, a tantri and chief nambi
of the Sri Padmanabhaswamy temple
and two more members, of which one
will be appointed in consultation with
the state government.
If the district judge of

Thiruvananthapuram is not a Hindu,
then the senior most judicial officer

FIVE-MEMBER COMMITTEE TO MANAGE
PADMANABHASWAMY TEMPLE

1. Vinod Rai
2. K K Venugopa
3. K V Vishwanathan
4. Satish Kumar
5. Gopal Subramaniam

5-mEmbEr committEE
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in the city would step in as head of the
administration committee, the court
said.
The court also said the royal

family, which is the trustee of the
temple, would not be held liable for
any fallout of the decisions taken by
the administration committee.
However, in an important matter

where the trustee would be consulted
and his concurrence obtained, he
would be liable for the outcome of
such decisions.
The administrative committee

would address all issues covered in
the recommendations of the amicus
curiae, including the cleanliness of
the temple and the lodging of police
personnel posted to guard the temple.
The recommendation by the

amicus curiae on the reconstitution of
the expert committee was deferred for
a later date as Venugopal resisted the
recommendation and sought a full
hearing of the proposal.
The court ordered that donations

by devotees would be counted every

Saturday in the presence of the
district Judge and the manager of the
bank where it would be deposited.
The donations are at present counted
once in 45 days.
Venugopal was at the receiving

end of a verbal lashing by the court
when he resisted the removal of the

incumbent executive officer after the
court asked him if he was satisfied
that things (in the temple) were in
good shape.
As Venugopal answered "Not at

all", Justice Patnaik said: "You
appointed the executive officers.
They have failed and can't stay." 
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Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF)
personnel feel more

confident with AK series of assault
rifles than the indigenous INSAS
rifles.
And the country’s largest

paramilitary force is all set to shun its
standard weapon, the Indian Small
Arms System (INSAS) rifle, and arm
its troops deployed for anti-Maoist
and counter-insurgency operations
with the AK series of assault rifles.
CRPF has sought to procure

20,000 new AK series rifles for its
troops deployed in the Left Wing
Extremism (LWE) affected areas in
various states and counter-
insurgency theatres in the North-East
after it found that the INSAS rifle
was not proving to be as

“operationally suitable” as the
Russian made AK-47 and AK-56
series of combat rifles.
CRPF, with its three lakh

personnel, is now planning to reduce
the numbers of INSAS rifles in its
armoury after a technical and
scientific comparison with the
sophisticated AK rifles found that the
latter was more effective.
Field commanders of the force

deployed in the anti-Maoist
operations said they were
increasingly sending the INSAS to

the weapon repairs store
of the force.
The INSAS was

developed for the first time
in late 1980s by the Ordnance

Factories Board (OFB) for aid of
the Indian infantry forces.
“INSAS was never the preferred

weapon for us in operational areas
like in the Left Wing Extremism
theatre. We have found that our men
are more confident with the AK
series rifles,” Central Reserve Police
Force chief Dilip Trivedi told
reporters.
The Director General, however,

said INSAS will continue to remain
in the force as CRPF has a multi-
faceted role in the internal security
domain of the country which
includes dealing with law and order
problems and conduct of elections
among others. 

crpf to
replace insas
rifles with aK
series rifles
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Bhagat Singh case
worth reinvestigating

THE NEWS BUREAU

The 1928 case against Indian
freedom fighter Bhagat Singh
is worth reinvestigating as it

will enrich historical accounts with
factual detail, a leading Pakistani
daily said.
"The trials and mistrials of the

freedom fighters are the latter’s
medals, a proof of their gallantry and
of the oppressive colonial treatment
they were subjected to. From that
angle, it is difficult to see what
additional honours a retrial could
confer on these heroes," Dawn said in
an editorial.
"But a reinvestigation would

expose the facts and satisfy the urge
to recreate a picture as close to reality
as possible. It will help to better

understand the system as it worked
then, and maybe offer comparisons
with the practices of today. To that
end - the enriching of historical
accounts with factual detail - it is
worthwhile to revisit the case of
Bhagat Singh and other persecuted
freedom fighters," it stated.

A lawyer in Lahore has sought a
reopening of the case pertaining to
the murder of British police officer
John Saunders in 1928, that led to the
execution of Bhagat Singh and his
comrades Sukhdev and Rajguru,
saying that he might be innocent of
the charges.
Last week, the police had

provided the lawyer with a copy of
the FIR registered against the three
freedom fighters Dec 17, 1928, for
killing then assistant superintendent

of police John P Saunders in Lahore.
"The FIR does not identify those

who had attacked the British police
officer. This could just mean that the
complainants did not know who the
assailants were at the time the FIR
was lodged, and that the names of the
suspects might have been added
later," the editorial stated.
Bhagat Singh, 23, along with

Sukhdev and Rajguru were sentenced
to death for killing Saunders and the
three of them were hanged in Lahore
jail March 23, 1931.
"The Lahore High Court has

deemed the availability of the 1928
FIR necessary for considering the
reopening of the Bhagat Singh case
and has referred the case to the chief
justice and a higher bench," the
editorial observed. 

ASIA NEWS
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There are about 10,000 species
of dinosaurs alive today - in
the form of birds! Yes. The

dinosaurs just shrank their bodies
over a period of time to help them
turn into birds to continue exploiting
new ecological challenges
throughout their evolution, a
fascinating research has revealed.
“We found exceptional body

mass variation in the dinosaur line
leading to birds, especially in the
feathered dinosaurs called
maniraptorans,” said Roger Benson
from Oxford University's department
of earth sciences.
These include Jurassic Park's

Velociraptor, birds and a huge range
of other forms, weighing anything
from 15 grams to 3 tonnes and eating
meat, plants and more omnivorous
diets.
An international team, led by

scientists at Oxford University and
the Royal Ontario Museum,
estimated the body mass of 426
dinosaur species based on the
thickness of their leg bones.
The team found that dinosaurs

showed rapid rates of body size
evolution shortly after their origins,
around 220 million years ago.
However, these soon slowed:

only the evolutionary line leading to
birds continued to change size at this
rate and continued to do so for 170

million years, producing new
ecological diversity not seen in other
dinosaurs, the researchers added.
“How do you weigh a dinosaur?

You can do it by measuring the
thickness of its leg bones, like the
femur. This is quite reliable,” said
Nicolas Campione from Sweden-
based Uppsala University, a member
of the team.
“This shows that the biggest

dinosaur Argentinosaurus, at 90
tonnes, was 6 million times the
weight of the smallest Mesozoic
dinosaur, a sparrow-sized bird called
Qiliania, weighing 15 grams. Clearly,
the dinosaur body plan was
extremely versatile,” Campione

explained.
The team examined rates of body

size evolution on the entire family
tree of dinosaurs, sampled

throughout their first 160
million years on Earth.

“What we found

was striking. Dinosaur body size
evolved very rapidly in early forms,
likely associated with the invasion of
new ecological niches. In general,
rates slowed down as these lineages
continued to diversify,” informed
David Evans from Royal Ontario
Museum.
The evolutionary line leading to

birds kept experimenting with
different, often radically smaller,
body sizes.
Other dinosaur groups failed to

do this, got locked in to narrow
ecological niches, and ultimately
went extinct, said the study that
appeared in the journal PLOS
Biology. 

Dinosaurs
are not extinct
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Imagine an Automated Teller Machine (ATM) thatrelease punches in the nose of the burglar if he tries to
break it open.
Though not exactly a punch, ATMs would soon be

armed with a mechanism that would spray hot foam in the
face of the attacker if he tries to force it open.

Researchers at ETH University in Zurich have
developed a special film that triggers an intense reaction

when destroyed.
“This could be used anywhere you find things

that shouldn’t be touched,” said Wendelin Jan
Stark, a professor at ETH’s department of
chemistry and applied biosciences.

Stark and his team developed a self-
defending surface composed of several
sandwich-like layers of plastic. If the
surface is damaged, hot foam is sprayed
in the face of the attacker.
The researchers used plastic films

with a honeycomb structure for their self-
defending surface. The hollow spaces are
separately filled with two chemicals:
hydrogen peroxide or manganese dioxide.
The two separate films are then stuck on top

of each another. A layer of clear lacquer separates the two
films filled with the different chemicals. When subjected to
an impact, the interlayer is destroyed, causing the hydrogen
peroxide and manganese dioxide to mix.
This triggers a violent reaction that produces water vapour,

oxygen and heat. The temperature of the foam reaches 80
degrees.
The newly developed film may be particularly well suited to

protecting ATMs or cash transports, said the researchers.
The number of attacks on ATMs across the globe has

increased in recent years and the new technology would be of
immense use in preventing the attacks. 

atms that deliver punches if
attacked are in the offing
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The most popular social
networking site Facebook
said it may have over 100

million duplicate accounts and their
percentage is higher in developing
markets like India.
The company also estimates that

5 to 15 million 'undesirable' accounts
are registered with it worldwide.
"There may be individuals who

maintain one or more Facebook
accounts in violation of our terms of
service. We estimate, for example,
that duplicate accounts may have
been approximately 4.3 percent and
7.9 percent of our worldwide MAUs
(Monthly Active Users) in 2013,"
Facebook said in the SEC filing.
According to the latest quarterly

report, Facebook said the percentage
of duplicate or false accounts is

higher in developing markets like
India and Turkey. As of March 31,
2014, the site had 1.28 billion MAUs,
an increase of 15 per cent from last
March 31. Users in India and Brazil
represented key sources of growth in
the first quarter of 2014, the filing
with SEC said.
"In 2013, for example, we

estimate user-misclassified accounts
may have represented between
approximately 0.8 percent and 2.1
percent of our worldwide MAUs and
undesirable accounts may have
represented between approximately
0.4 percent and 1.2 percent of our
worldwide MAUs," it further said.
User-misclassified accounts are

the profiles created by users for a
business, organisation, or non-human
entity such as a pet while undesirable
accounts are user profiles that are
intended to be used for purposes that

violate terms of service,
such as spamming.
Facebook further

said the estimations of
duplicate or false
accounts 'may not'
accurately represent the
actual number of such
accounts and the social
website is continually
seeking to improve
ability to identify
duplicate or false
accounts.
Worldwide mobile

MAUs increased 34
percent to 1.01 billion as
of March 31, 2014 from
751 million as of March

31, 2013.
In all regions, an increasing

number of MAUs are accessing
Facebook through mobile devices,
with users in India, Brazil, and the
United States representing key
sources of mobile MAU growth over
the first quarter of 2014, as compared
to the same period in 2013.
Worldwide Daily Active Users

(DAU) increased 21 percent to 802
million on average during March
2014 from 665 million during March
2013 due to growth across major
markets including Brazil, India, and
the United States.
Overall growth in DAUs was

driven largely by increased mobile
usage of Facebook. The number of
DAUs accessing Facebook on
personal computers fell in March
2014 compared to the same period in
2013, Facebook said. 

over 100 mn facebook
accounts are fake
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Notwithstanding the stepped
up information security
measures, as many as 69

percent targeted attacks being focused
on large enterprises in India because
businesses in the country continue to
be an attractive target for cyber
criminals.
According to a study, “Globally

targeted attacks were up 91 percent
and lasted an average of three times
longer compared to 2012. In India,
cyber criminals are unrelenting in
their focus on large enterprises with a
staggering 69 percent targeted attacks

carried out against them. “Despite
stepping up their information security
measures, businesses in India
continue to be an attractive target for
cybercriminals,” said the Internet
Security Threat Report, based on data
from Symantec’s Global Intelligence
Network.
Tarun Kaura, director, technology

sales at Symantec India said, “One
mega breach can be worth 50 smaller
attacks.”
The report by security software

maker Symantec said globally there
was a 62 percent increase in the
number of data breaches from the
previous year resulting in more than

552 million identities being exposed.
Each of the eight top data breaches in
2013 resulted in the loss of tens of
millions of data records. By
comparison, 2012 only had a single
data breach reach that threshold.
The report also said that India has

emerged as a key threat frontier,
ranking as the third highest source of
overall malicious activity. In India,
nearly four in 10 attacks were carried
out on non-traditional services
industries like hospitality, business
and personal services. This was
followed by attacks on
manufacturing, finance and insurance
sectors. 

Cyber criminals target
large companies in India
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has slapped money
laundering charges against

former Minister of State in the Coal
Ministry Dasari Narayana Rao and
Congress MP Naveen Jindal in
connection with the Coal blocks
allocation case.
The agency, which has registered

an FIR under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
taking cognisance of the CBI
complaints in these allocations, has
also named members and officials of
the 35th screening committee

(government constituted multi-
member body). Others include Gagan
Sponge Iron Pvt Ltd, Jindal Steel and
Power Limited (JSPL), Jindal Realty
Pvt Ltd, New Delhi Exim Pvt Ltd,
Sowbhagya Media Ltd besides
unknown persons in its complaint in
this case.
It is learnt the agency has framed

the charges after it found multi-
layered transactions between the
firms owned by Jindal to Dasari’s
firms based in Hyderabad and “illegal
money” was routed for alleged
favours given for the allocation of
coal firms to Jindal in Jharkhand in
2008 by Dasari. The same charges

have been made by the CBI in their
criminal complaint under the
Prevention of Corruption Act against
these individuals and firms.
The ED has now begun

ascertaining banking and other
transactions made by the accused
firms and individuals even as it is
evaluating movable and immovable
assets of those named in the FIR.
During the course of

investigation, the ED will also look
into the issue of any foreign exchange
“contravention” by all these firms
which have now been asked by the
agency to furnish relevant
documents, sources said. 

dasari, Jindal booKEd
for monEy laundEring

COAL SCAM
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The court of principal special
judge for CBI cases at
Hyderabad has directed the

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
on April 26 to register a First
Information Report (FIR) against
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
chief K Chandrasekhar Rao, his
nephew and legislator K Harish Rao
and his former colleague
Vijayashanti.
The court gave the order on a

private complaint filed by Balaji
Vadera, a resident of Banjara Hills.
The complainant alleged that the
three leaders resorted to extortion and
corruption in Emaar case. According
to him, Harish Rao had collected Rs
80 lakh from film star Krishna for
remaining silent on the Padmalaya

Studios issue. The money was given
to Harish Rao in the presence of
Vijayashanti's husband Srinivas
Prasad, alleged Balaji.
The petitioner accused KCR of

extorting money from those who
owned plots in Emaar Hills in
Gachibowli, while the charge against
Vijayashanti is not clear.
However, the CBI may not take

up the probe because the probe
agency is of the view that a court
headed by sessions judge has no
jurisdiction to direct the CBI on this
matter. The CBI contends that either
the Supreme Court or high courts can
only order such probes. Sources said
that officials of the investigating
agency this to the principal special
judge court in the past when similar
probes were ordered. Meanwhile, the
three leaders named in the complaint

welcomed the probe. TRS chief KCR
said, “The Congress is conspiring
against us since they know that the
TRS will win the elections with an
overwhelming majority. They are
trying to intimidate us, but we are not
scared."
On the other hand, Harish Rao

alleged that the Congress was
misusing the CBI. "Congress wanted
us to merge with them. They are
using the CBI ss we did not oblige.
Political analysts say that the

Congress is trying to intimidate some
regional parties into extending
support to UPA after the polls. It is
due to this reason Congress ensured
filing of CBI chargesheet against A
Raja and Kanimozhi of Tamilnadu,
while a CBI probe has been ordered
against TRS leaders on a complaint
that lacks substance, they said. 

CBI probe ordered againstKCR, Harish RamulammaPOWER POLITICS
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He is a banker by profession.
But his passion is music.
Assistant General Manager

for State Bank of India, Chintalapudi
Trinadha Rao is a multi-talented
personality.
While discharging his duty as a

banker, Rao gave innumerable
performances not only in India but
also outside the country. Rao’s recent
performance, a 12-hour marathon
singing, received tremendous
appreciation. The marathon
performance titled ‘Nirvirama Cine
Sangeetha Vibhavari’ was organized
at Thyagaraya Gana Sabha. The event
was organized by Kinnera Art
Theatre, Kinnera Cultural and
Educational Trust in association with
Andhra Bank, State Bank of
Hyderabad, State Bank of India and
others. Rao sang as many as 112

classical and film songs during the
performance.
A seasoned artiste, Rao has

received ‘Best AGM Award’ from
SBI for his outstanding services. He
is also the recipient of more than 40
awards like Best PR Manager, Kala
Seva Ratna, Gana Bhooshana, Rajiv
Ratna, Gana Gandharva, Gayaka
Ratna, Gayaka Mouli and others.
Dr C Narayana Reddy says, “Rao

is a man with three skills – Trinadh
symbolizing acting, speaking and
singing. He received tremendous
appreciation from the public and
media for the songs rendered by him
in the fourth World Telugu
Conference held at Tirupathi in
2012.”
Former bureaucrat and TRS

leader K V Ramanachary says Rao, a
banker and a singer, is a rare
phenomenon. He is versatile in the
field of arts and culture and a

seasoned artiste of All India Radio
and Door Darshan. Chief General
Manager, SBI (LHO), C R Sashi
Kumar said Rao is a prudent banker
and passionate artiste. He is known
for his yeomen services to the bank
and to the society. The bank will miss
him as he is retiring on May 30.
Sashi Kumar praised the dual role

played by Rao for the cause of
corporate social responsibility and for
the cause of the service to the social
and cultural activities.
After the marathon performance,

Kinnera Cultural and Educational
Trust conferred Rao with ‘Swarna
Kinnera’ award for his exemplary
service to the Telugu art and culture.
Rao says he would be able to give full
time for Telugu art and culture after
his superannuation.  

A professional banker,
passionate singer
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He is young and dynamic.
Born in 1973, Koppula
Narasimha Reddy has been

in public life for over a decade.
Reddy has been a great team

builder since early 90s when he
began playing cricket and
organizing Ganesh festivities. He
was so active in that he became
the president of youth associations
functioning in and around LB
Nagar way back in 1990.
The youth associations

organized mass Ganesh festivities,
cricket tournaments and health

camps under the stewardship of
Reddy. Naturally he became the
captain of ECIL cricket team and
continued to lead the team for a few
years before plunging into politics.
Since he had the influence of

friends who were members of right

wing students’ organization, Reddy
claims he joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). However, he had to leave
the party following differences with
fellow party men in the area.
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) was

quick in embracing him into its fold
and there was no looking back. Youth
associations, construction workers
unions and cricket clubs chose him as
their president in view of his
inclination towards public service.
Reddy claims he is available for

people round the clock and extends
all possible help in his limits.
A humble Reddy says, “I am

not here to make money. By god’s
grace, my father earned enough
properties to lead a comfortable
life”. 
“I am here to serve people. I

seek the blessings of god and my
people to give me required energy
to serve the people.” 

narasimHa rEddy,
a sElf madE lEadEr

FOCUS



mim rigs
polls in

HydErabad
ElEction commission

rEmains mutE spEctator

COVER STORY



The News You Like | May 201434

MOHSIN BIN HUSSAIN
AL-KASARY

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) leaders
Asaduddin Owaisi and

Akbaruddin Owaisi wept at an
election meeting held at Khilwat
Grounds in Old city on April 28 in an
apparent attempt to draw sympathy of
the voters.
During the meeting, Asad

appealed to the voters to come out in
lakhs and vote for their party. The
MIM leaders were worried that a low
turnout would be fatal for their
prospects. Besides the MIM
mouthpiece, the illegally run channel
4tv, owned by the brothers of MIM
leader Ahmed Bin Abdullah Balala,
repeatedly televised all the day an
appeal to reach polling stations in
large numbers and vote for ‘Ittehad’,
which indirectly means MIM.
Yet, the turn out on April 30 was

very poor till 2 pm. The average
percent of polling till 2 pm was
between 25 and 30. This sent shivers
down the spines of MIM leaders and
it was then they unleashed their plan-
B, political analysts said.
Polling in select polling stations

where the MIM had complete control
in twin cities picked up momentum
from 3 pm. Thousands of bogus votes
got registered by the MIM leaders in
different areas of the twin cities got
polled in three hours following which
the percentage reached 52.79, almost
four percent lower than 2009
elections.
The rigging is said to be heavy in

Yakutpura, Chandrayanagutta,
Charminar, Bahadurpura,
Goshamahal, Malakpet, Nampally,
Karwan, Jubilee Hills and
Rajendranagar, Assembly
Constituencies.
Majlis Bachao Tahreek (MBT)

leaders have submitted a

representation to the Chief Election
Commissioner of India on April 29
expressing apprehensions over free
and fair polling in Hyderabad.
In its representation, MBT alleged

that MIM was preparing for rigging in
Talab Katta, Aman Nagar A, Aman
Nagar B, Nasheman Nagar, Imlibun,
Chandra Nagar, Santosh Nagar and
Dabeerpura falling under Yakutpura
Assembly constituency, Barkas,
Bandlaguda, Noori Nagar, Ghazi-e-
Millat Colony, Narqi Phool Bagh,
Hafez Baba Nagar, Riyasat Nagar,
Habeeb Nagar, Edi Bazar, Chawni
Ghulam Murtuza and other areas of
Chandrayangutta Assembly segments.
The MBT representation also said

MIM leaders have resorted to blatant
violation of Model Code of Conduct
by making its Corporators the
Election Agents of some independent
candidates in Chandrayanagutta and
Yakutpura Assembly Constituencies.
Khaja Bilal Ahmed, MIM Corporator
from Rein Bazar became the election
agent of G Chandrasekhar, an
independent candidate of Yakutpura
Assembly Constituency while other
MIM Corporators Mirza Mustafa
Baig aka Saleem Baig, Samad Bin
Abdad, Mansoor Awalgi and Shakeel
have become the Election Agents of
other independent Candidates.
Taking the entire election process

for a ride, these MIM leaders have
secured passes to ensure their free
movement to carryout irregularities
on the Polling Day. This is highly
regrettable that the Returning Officers
of Yakutpura and Chandrayanagutta
have issued passes of election agent to
MIM leaders without conducting any
verification, the MBT representation
alleged.
The representation also said that

the MIM leaders in connivance with
the some police officials were
planning to arrest MBT candidates
and other workers on the polling day,
to facilitate the MIM candidates
indulge in irregularities.
Making their worst apprehension

a reality, city police arrested MBT
contestant from Yakutpura Assembly
Constituency, Majeedullah Khan
Farhat aka Farhat Khan on the polling
day when he tried to prevent MIM
contestant Mumtaz Ahmed Khan
from assaulting polling agents of
MBT, analysts said.
Not just MBT, but Aam Admi

Party (AAP), Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
and a few independent candidates also
lodged complaints with the election
commission officials even when the
rigging was underway. But the
officials, for the reasons best known
to them, did not take any action to stop

COVER STORY
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the rigging.
Analysts say the percentage of

polling would have stopped
somewhere around 40 if the election
commission officials initiated timely
action. Also, the election commission
did not cancel the bogus votes got
enrolled by the MIM leaders despite
several complaints along with
documentary evidence.
Above all, it is alleged by several

voters in the Old city that the election
commission did not post central
police force personnel at the entrance
of each polling station, which is
mandatory according to the directions
of the Supreme Court of India.
The apex court in its judgment

dated January 11, 2005 (Civil Appeal
No. 9228 of 2003) categorically said
that polling should not be commenced
in case the central police force fails to
reach the polling station due to any
reason.
However, the polling in various

polling stations was completed though
personnel from the central police
force were not stationed at the
entrance of the polling stations
dominated by MIM.
Several voters in Old city

demanded that the election

commission should stop announcing
the results of all the Assembly and
Lok Sabha seats in twin cities and
order a thorough enquiry. The
investigators should compare the
signatures made in the registers with
the original signatures of the actual
voters. Besides, the election
commission should take an affidavit
from those voters who claim they
have not voted. This way, the bogus
votes can be identified very easily
along with evidence.
The findings of an impartial

enquiry would ultimately help citizens
approach the appropriate authorities
or courts seeking justice.
Box
Chapter 16  of the Hand Book for

Candidates, General Elections 2014,
supplied by the Election Commission
deals with security arrangements at
polling stations.
Paragraphs 3 and 4 on page Nos.

115 and 116 of the Hand Book read as
under: “The Commission took the
matter into consideration and issued
following detailed instructions on the
subject to obviate any discretion and
ensure uniformity:- “The CPF
personnel, as per the existing practice,
are deployed as static force outside the

polling stations. In pursuance to the
directions given by the honorable
Supreme Court in its order No. 9228
of 2003 (Janak Singh Vs Ram Das Rai
and others) dated 11.01.2005, the
Commission has directed that in the
polling stations the CPF coverage, one
CPF jawan from the CPF party posted
at the polling station will be stationed
at the entrance of the polling station
so that he can keep a watch on the
proceedings that are going on inside
the polling station, particularly, to
ensure that no unauthorized person
enters the polling station and/or no
irregularity is committed either by the
polling staff or outsiders in the poll
process. However, it should be
ensured that this CPF personnel is not
located inside the polling station. The
CPF jawan posted at the entrance of
the polling stations shall keep a watch,
specifically on the following:-
(i) No unauthorized person is

present inside the polling station
at any time during the poll.

(ii) The polling party or the polling
agents do not attempt to cast or
cast any vote or votes when no
voter is present inside the
polling booth.

(iii) No presiding officer/polling
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officer accompanies any voter
to the voting compartment

(iv) No polling agent or polling
officer threatens any voter or
makes any gesture to threaten
them

(v) No arms are carried inside the
polling station

(vi) No rigging takes place.

If the CPF jawan posted at the
entrance of the polling station
discovers violation of the election
process as above or observes
something unusual going on inside the
polling station, he shall not interfere
in the poll process but report the same
to the officer incharge of the CPF
party at the polling station or to the
observer. The officer incharge of the
CPF party will in turn bring it to the
notice of the Returning Officer and
also observer immediately in writing
for further necessary action. In the
buildings which have more than one
polling station and where only half a
section of the CPF personnel is
deployed, the CPF jawan selected for
duty at the entrance of the polling
station may be asked to oscillate from
one polling station to other and look
at what is going inside these polling
stations and report to the officer
incharge of the CPF party or to the
observer, if any irregularity is
observed by him. Returning
Officer/Observer will report cases
from where adverse reports are
received from the CPF parties for
further instructions of the
Commission. The CPF jawan shall be
posted at the entrance of only those
polling stations where CPF is
deployed. The CPF jawan posted at
the entrance of the polling station shall
not verify the identity of electors
coming into the polling stations to cast
their votes as such verification is the
duty of the polling personnel. “The
CPF jawan should not be positioned

inside the polling station.
The Commission further

elaborated its directions with
reference to the role of CPF and State
Police in the conduct of polls as
under:- “Wherever the CPF arrives in
advance for area domination, it shall
take out flag marches, point patrolling
and other confidence building
activities. On the poll eve (day prior
to the poll) the CPF shall take position
in and control of the respective polling
stations. On the day of the poll, the
CPFs shall be primarily responsible
for protecting the polling stations and
regulating the entry inside the polling
stations. One jawan of the CPF party
shall be deployed at the door of the
polling station (Either in static or
oscillating mode) in order to observe
the proceedings that are going on
inside the polling station as per the
directions of the honorable Supreme
Court. Besides, the Company
Commanders of the CPFs will also
move in the respective polling station
areas as an area domination force and
confidence building measure in the
catchment area of the polling stations.
In a polling station, in case CPF has
not reached the polling station due to
any reason, the poll shall not
commence. The local state police

shall remain responsible for
maintenance of the general law and
order in the catchment area of the
polling station as well as the inside
and outside of the polling premises
(As different from polling stations). In
the polling stations covered by CPF,
whenever the local state police gets
deployed inside the polling premises,
they shall station themselves at a
reasonable distance from the polling
station and queue of the electors. It is
advised that one or two unarmed local
state police persons/home guards be
posted in each polling station
premises so that if required,
reinforcement could be called for. In
any case, local state police shall not
replace the CPF at the polling stations
and no senior officer of the local state
police, with or without contingent
shall position himself at the polling
station and exercise any supervision
and control over the CPF at the
polling station. The local state police,
in exceptional circumstances can get
deployed in polling stations, only if
enough CPF is not available and that
too under specific instructions of the
Commission through its observer.
Responsibility of maintenance of law
and order shall rest solely with the
local state police.  
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Disappointed at less number of
'likes' on your selfie or a
photo from your latest

vacation on Facebook or Twitter?
Here is a formula that can win more
'likes' online.
An Indian-American student at

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, US, has devised a
formula that tells how the contents of
a photograph may predict its
popularity online. Computer student
Aditya Khosla and his team scanned
through 2.3 million Flickr photos to
see which photo got the most views.
They then looked for correlations

between the colour, composition and

subject of an image and that picture's
likelihood of missing 'likes'.
They found that "brassieres",

"revolvers", "miniskirts", "bikinis"
and "cups" have a strong positive
impact on a photo's popularity.
"Some people have 10 friends,

some have a thousand. Despite all
these differences, it is interesting to
see that the content of the image itself

can be used to predict how popular an
image is going to be," Khosla was
quoted as saying in a Huffington Post
report. While underwear and
dinnerware get more 'likes', objects
like laptops, golf carts and space
heaters had no takers. Khosla
suggested while posting a photo on
social media, junk greenish and blue-
gray hues as these colours "tend to be
less popular". The researchers'
algorithm suggests colours like aqua,
bright red, navy and chartreuse.
"Open scenes with little activity tend
to be unpopular," he said. The new
findings can help create software that
would let users edit their photos to
make them more appealing, the report
added. 

THE NEWS BUREAU

The much awaited order on IPL
betting scandal has been

reserved by the Supreme Court of
India on April 29. It was earlier
expected that the apex court would
deliver its order on setting up a
panel to probe allegations of spot-
fixing and betting against some of
the cricketers playing the IPL and
BCCI president N Srinivasan.
The Supreme Court bench

headed by Justice A K Patnaik
reserved the order after it was told
that Justice Mukul Mudgal has
consented to head the panel to
investigate the allegations against
the cricketers and Srinivasan.

Senior counsel Gopal
Subramaniam told the court that
Justice Mudgal, while agreeing to
undertake the probe, said he would
like to be assisted by former CBI
director M L Sharma and two
police officers, one from Chennai
police and the other from Delhi
Police.

The Supreme Court, during the
course of the last hearing of the
matter, asked whether Justice
Mudgal is inclined to preside over
the probe panel.
However, the Board of Control

for Cricket in India (BCCI)
resisted the probe panel, saying
that the allegations against the
cricketers and Srinivasan are
based on an inquiry conducted by
Justice Mudgal himself. So, the
investigation into those allegations
should be undertaken by a
different person.
Apparently, unimpressed by

the BCCI submission, Justice
Patnaik said the court will pass a
judicial order and reserved it.

ipl spot-fixing probe: sc reserves order

A formula to win more'likes' on FacebookNEWS BITES
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There seems to be an end in the
offing for bottled alcohol.
Instead, you can just sprinkle

powder over food or mix it with plain
water or juice and get a kick.
The US Alcohol and Tobacco Tax

and Trade Bureau has approved the
sale of powdered alcohol in tiny
pouches. Named Palcohol, it would
be available in the market very soon.
“Palcohol is a great convenience

for the person on the go. One package

weighs about an ounce and is small
enough to fit into any pocket,” said its
Phoenix-based developer Mark
Phillips on his website.
The firm proposes two formulas -

V (made from vodka) and R (a rum-
based powder). Consumers would
also be able to buy powdered versions
of popular cocktails such as the
mojito, the lemon drop and
“powderita”, a powdered margarita.
According to the website,

“Palcohol can be transported in your
luggage without the fear of bottles

breaking. In any situation where
weight and breakage is an issue,
Palcohol provides the answer.”
But a section of the society has

criticised the move as the product
seems highly likely to raise a large
number of legal issues and
controversies. Also, there is
possibility of tremendous increase in
drug abuse in the garb of powdered
alcohol.
However, the developers are

planning to sell the powdered alcohol
across the globe very soon. 

powdered alcohol
in the offing

The watermelon in available
aplenty in your

neighbourhood fruit market
not only helps you shed
weight, improve circulation
or lower blood pressure, but
it can also boost your sex
drive.
According to a recent

study by Italian researchers,
citrulline amino acid in
watermelons improves blood
flow and can alleviate erectile
dysfunction.

Our bodies use citrulline to make yet another
amino acid called arginine, which has viagra-like
effect. Arginine boosts nitric oxide which relaxes
blood vessels - the same basic effect that viagra
has.

Extra nitric oxide can also help treat angina,
high blood pressure and
other cardiovascular
problems, the study noted.
The juicy fruit is 92

percent water, eight percent
sugar, a great source of vitamin C
and only 71 calories per serving.

Watermelon works like Viagra: Study
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Rajya Sabha member
and Congress leader
KVP Ramachandra

Rao, received a breather, at
least temporarily, on April
28 when High Court
directed the police not to
take any action till further
orders on the red corner
notice issued against him by
the Interpol.
The Red Corner notice

against KVP, who is wanted
in the United States in the
titanium illegal contract
case, was issued at the
request of Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI).
The order comes in the

wake of a petition filed by
KVP challenging the red
corner notice. The court
also issued notices to the
union home ministry and the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
The CID submitted to the court

the red corner notice received from
the CBI and said they were waiting
for a provisional warrant to arrest
him. On April 27, Director General
of Police B Prasada Rao had told
reporters that the CID received the
red corner notice from the CBI but
since it was not accompanied by a
warrant, they were in touch with the
CBI.
The Interpol sent the notice to the

CBI after a US Federal Jury indicted
the Congress MP and five others on
charges of receiving bribes of $18.5

million from an American firm for
securing licenses to mine minerals in
Andhra Pradesh.
Other than KVP five others who

were charged include Hungarian
businessman Andras Knopp, 75,
Suren Gevorgyan, 40, of Ukraine,
Gajendra Lal, 50, an Indian national
and permanent resident of the US
who formerly resided in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, and
Periyasamy Sunderalingam, 60, of
Sri Lanka.
The mining project was expected

to generate more than US $500
million annually from the sale of
titanium products, including sales to

unnamed "Company A",
head-quartered in
Chicago.
The indictment seeks

forfeiture from all six
defendants of more than
US $10.59 million.
The indictment

alleges that these
individuals used US
financial institutions to
engage in the
international
transmission of millions
of dollars for the purpose
of bribing Indian public
officials to obtain
approval of the necessary
licenses for the project. 
However, KVP, a

close aide of late chief
minister Y S Rajasekhara
Reddy, has denied
charges against him and
appealed to the court to

declare the red corner notice as
unconstitutional and a violation of
the civil liberties.
He argued in his petition that no

US court has jurisdiction for trying
an offence that had happened in
India. He said the US court cannot
indict an Indian citizen without
conducting any inquiry and without
issuing any notice to the accused
individual.
Meanwhile, Telugu Desam Party

(TDP) N. Chandrababu Naidu has
demanded immediate arrest of the
MP. He urged Governor E.S.L.
Narasimhan to order the arrest
without any further delay. 

Titanium scandal:
KVP gets temporary relief

POLITICS & SCAMSTERS
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He is perceived to be arrogant
and known for using filmy
dialogues even in political

speeches. And it seems the filmy kind
of dialogues landed him in trouble.
A court in Nizamabad town of

Telangana on April 28 directed police
to book Telugu film actor Pawan
Kalyan for allegedly making some
offensive remarks against Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) chief K
Chandrasekhara Rao.

The court asked police to register
a case and submit a report to it by
June 11. The court issued the
direction while hearing a petition
filed by a lawyer.
Pawan, who recently floated Jana

Sena and is backing the Bharatiya
Janata Party-Telugu Desam Party
alliance, had made the remarks while
addressing an election rally in
Nizamabad last week.
The actor and the TRS chief have

been attacking each other during the
campaigning in Telangana. The war

of words reached its peak when the
actor, who hails from Seemandhra,
threatened to skin the TRS leader
alive if he continues to criticize BJPs
prime ministerial candidate Narendra
Modi.
Reacting to Pawan's utterances,

KCR said on Sunday if he snaps his
finger, the actor would end up in
thousand pieces.
Addressing an election rally at

Kamareddy in Nizamabad district,
Pawan said he was not bothered about
the TRS chief's threats. 

Filmi dialogues land
Pawan Kalyan in trouble

FILMI FUNDA
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Actress Rani Mukherji tied the knot
at 36 while her contemporaries

like Tabu, Preity Zinta, Urmila
Matondkar and other Bollywood
beauties like Priyanka Chopra and
Amrita Rao are still single.
In over a decade, the 31-year-old

has done it all - clinched the Miss
World crown, delivered blockbusters,
crooned with international artists and
fronted the global fashion brand
GUESS as its first Bollywood actress.
But it seems to have been hard luck
when it comes to love. She dated
actors Harman Baweja and Shahid
Kapoor, but someone is yet to put a
ring on her finger.
Another actress Bipasha Basu once

dated model-turned-actors Dino Morea
and John Abraham. Few months ago
she officially announced her
relationship with Harman Baweja. The
actor, who was once linked to
Priyanka, was also spotted at Bipasha's
35th birthday bash. However, they are
tight-lipped about their plans to tie the
knot.
On the other hand, actress Soha Ali

Khan has for long been in a
relationship with actor Kunal Kemmu.
The 35-year-old has often said in

Over 30 but                      
still si ngle

TINSEL TOWN
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Over 30 but                      
still si ngle

public that her star mom Sharmila
Tagore repeatedly tells her to tie the
knot, but she seems to be happy with
the live-in relationship with her man.
Probably she is waiting to turn 40 to
settle down.
Actress Neha Dhupia, who was

in an on and off relationship with
squash player Ritwik Bhattacharya
and then with Venezuelan hunk
James Sylvester in 2011says she will
let everyone know when she finds
her soul mate.
The ‘Vivah’ fame Amrita Rao

was linked to Pakistani band Jal’s
singer Farhan Saeed and later with an
NRI surgeon. But as of now, there
seems to be no sign of a knight in
shining armour sweeping her off her
feet.
Raima Sen, the 34-year-old

Bengali beauty, who was once
reportedly dating cricketer Yuvraj
Singh, admitted that she felt guilty as
she couldn't fulfil her late
grandmother and iconic actress
Suchitra Sen's last wish - to see her
get married. Now she looks happy
being single.
There are other actresses like

Ameesha Patel, Tabu, Preity Zinta
and Urmila – who still enjoy the
status of being single. 
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Bollywood hot girl Sherlyn Chopra expressed
her desire, which she has been concealing

for long, for Puri Jagannath.
No, we are not talking about her physical

desire. It is her urge for working with the talented
director.
The kama devi of ‘Kama Sutra 3D’ recently

revealed that she would be more than willing to
work with Puri, given a chance. She also said she
likes the movies made by Puri and Maniratnam.
It seems the Stanley Girls High School and

Saint Anns College for Women student is
planning to invade the Telugu film industry with
her skin show and controversies. 

Kama Devi
wants to work
with Puri

TINSEL TOWN
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A good night's sleep in summer can
be a difficult thing due to overheating
and sweat. So try using curtains
smartly or wash your feet before
slipping into bed for a sound nap.
Sleep expert Nerina Ramlakhan

says "there needs to be a fractional
temperature difference between our
body and our brain - a warm body
and a cool head."
"When the outdoor temperature

rises this becomes more difficult but
there are plenty of things you can do
to beat the heat," a UK based web
portal quoted Ramlakhan as saying.

Here are some tips:
Keep a plant mister containing
water by your bed to spray on
your face during the night.
Stop your bedroom overheating
during the day by keeping

curtains and blinds closed.
Wash your feet with cold water
before getting into bed, and/or
run your wrists under cold water.
Place a wet flannel in the fridge
for an hour or so before getting
into bed and lay it on your
forehead to help you drift off to
sleep.
Sleep in cool wet socks or even

a damp T-shirt.
Use light bed sheets.
Finally, and most importantly
stay well hydrated during the
day and don't fret too much if
you can't sleep. Use the time to
rest and think positive thoughts,
then you will be extra productive
the day after. 

Sleep sweat-free during
summer nights

HEALTH NEWS
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Exposure to sunlight provides
Vitamin D which can help
control symptoms of severe

asthma, say experts.
"Asthma patients have very low

immunity and deficiency of Vitamin
D, so exposure to sunlight helps
building their immunity," Vivek
Nangia, director and head,
pulmonary, Fortis hospital, told a
news agency.
Asthma is caused by

inflammation of the air passages in
the lungs. Vitamin D helps in
reducing the inflammation.
A new study by a team of

scientists at King's College London
also revealed the fact that Vitamin D,
which is made by the body in
sunlight, calms an "overactive" part
of the immune system in asthma.
Adding to the study, the experts

here pointed out that the new study
examines the role of molecules that
cause this malfunctioning of the
immune response.
"The research examined whether

Vitamin D had an effect on the levels
of the molecule produced by white
blood cells in a laboratory
experiment. It was found that Vitamin

D reduced the levels of the specific
harming molecules produced by cells
from people with asthma," Neeraj
Gupta, senior consultant
pulmonology Paras Hospitals,
Gurgaon said.
Gupta said, "Patients treated for

asthma are on inhaled corticosteroids
- ICS. The ICS have side effects -
they reduce the levels of Vitamin D in
the body, hence all doctors treating
asthma give vitamin D supplements
to the patients."
As the study is under clinical trial,

once completed the experts are
hopeful that the sunshine vitamin will
work for treating asthma which has
been on the rise in the country.
"With pollution levels continuing

to rise there has been a 20 to 30
percent rise in asthma cases in our
country," said Nangia.
Kailash Nath, consultant

pulmonology, Columbia Asia
Hospital, said that pollution has no
direct link to asthma but the
pollutants present in the air like diesel
fumes and suspended particulate
matter have led to increase in
symptoms of asthma.
"Asthma can be controlled with

proper medication on time. Inhalers
are the best form of treatment for

asthma. Timely vaccination for flu
and pneumoccal vaccination will help
prevent from viral and bacterial
infections," added Nath.
Children are found to be the most

affected with this chronic disease.
"There has been a substantial rise in
asthma among children, so it is
important that parents give children
inhalers, as this helps in controlling
asthma," Manav Manchanda,
consultant pulmonologist and critical
medicine, Asian Institue of Medical
Sciences, said.
Experts say that a lot of myths are

associated with inhaler use because
parents believe that they are not good
for kids as they contain steroids and
other drugs that can stunt their
growth.
"Though inhalers are important,

but it is not the last resort. Inhalers are
usually given by the
pulmonologists/treating physicians
for immediate and emergency use,"
added Manchanda.
"Asthma is controllable but not

curable. Patients suffering from
asthma can only control this problem.
They have to make lifestyle
modifications and have to religiously
follow the medication routine," added
Manchanda. 

Sunlight can help
control severe asthma

HEALTH NEWS
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Tomatoes could
increase male fertility
THE NEWS BUREAU

In a ray of hope for childlesscouples, a study suggested that
eating tomatoes could increase

male fertility.
According to the study, key

compound in the fruit, Lycopene,
could boost sperm count by 70
percent. It could be used to improve
male fertility and sperm quality. It
also increases the swimming speed
of sperm and reduces number of
abnormal sperm.
The research shows lycopene

could increase sperm count by up to
70 per cent. The discovery will bring
new hope to childless couples.
Now a leading support group for

infertile people in Britain is
embarking on a year-long survey to
see if giving a daily high-lycopene
supplement will lead to more
pregnancies.
Karen Veness, a

spokeswoman for Britain’s
Infertility Network, said:
“We are really positive
about these findings.
There is an

assumption that infertility is a female
issue because women are the ones
who have the babies, but half the
time it is due to problems with sperm
function or quality.”
The report reviewed 12 studies

by different groups around the world.

All of them showed that lycopene
improved sperm count and
swimming speed, and reduced the
number of abnormal sperm.
Ashok Agarwal, director of the

Cleveland Clinic’s Center for
Reproductive Medicine, who led the
study, said it was part of a general
pattern showing lycopene benefited
men’s reproductive organs.
Other studies have shown the

nutrient reduces diseases of the
prostate, the gland which makes
sperm, and may slow down or even
halt the progress of prostate cancer.
His team has already begun a trial

giving lycopene supplements to men
with unexplained infertility.
He said, There is a need for larger

trials to analyse the effects of
lycopene on male infertility and the
studies must establish which patient
groups would derive the greatest
benefit from the therapy. For
example, we would need to compare
lycopene supplementation in
infertile men with low versus
normal, baseline sperm
concentration.” 

the report reviewed
12 studies by different

groups around the world.
all of them showed that

lycopene improved
sperm count 
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Grandma launches
masturbation classes
THE NEWS BUREAU

The dark secret for a
long healthy life is out.
No, not in human cells

or any pill but in
masturbation!
Dubbed as the “godmother

of masturbation”, 85-year-old
Betty Dodson has relaunched
her masturbation
masterclasses - strictly for
women - in New York.
According to a Guardian

report, beginning early 1970s,
she took women-only masturbation (named 'bodysex')
classes at her Madison Avenue rented flat for 15 years.
After 50 years at the frontline of the sexual revolution,

Dodson is now back for a new, bold audience.
Known for her 1973 bestseller "Sex for One", she

wants to help a generation of women that she believes

are not nearly as
liberated as they think
they are.

“They are afraid of
sex because they say it
is too controversial. But
I feel it is because they
are personally too
conflicted. They do not
want to masturbate,
they want Prince
Charming. It's Walt
Disney. Puke.
Barfarama,” she was
quoted as saying.

“In the workshop, we share our orgasm with the
group while being in control of our own clitoris,” she
said, adding that “keep up a sexual relationship with
yourself" for a better life.
Dodson has also penned a hit biography titled “2010

memoir, My Romantic Love Wars”. 

WEIRD NEWS
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GOOF UP IN
BRITISH HOSPITAL
man operated for vasectomy which he never wanted
THE NEWS BUREAU

Aman in Britain, hospitalised
for a minor urological
surgery, has stepped out

overburdened with worry about his
chances of fathering children as by
mistake he was operated for
vasectomy.
Hospital authorities have

apologised unreservedly for the

unsought, brutal cut, and the
unidentified man could get 100,000
pounds (about $170,000) in damages
for the surgeon's blunder.
A vasectomy is a surgical

procedure in which the tubes that
carry sperm from a man's testicles to
the penis are cut, blocked or sealed.
In most cases, it is more than 99 per
cent effective, the Daily Mail
reported.
Doctors at the Royal Liverpool

Hospital tried to reverse the mistake
- described by health chiefs as a
"never event", a medical blunder that

should never happen.
Medical director Peter Williams

said: "We can confirm a patient who
was scheduled to have a different
minor urological procedure was
wrongly given a vasectomy."
"We have apologised

unreservedly to the patient and we
are offering him our full support. We
greatly regret the distress this has
caused him."
Ian Cohen, clinical negligence

lawyer at Slater & Gordon, said the
error could cost the trust a six-figure
sum.
"This is a truly shocking and

worrying case... In a worst case
scenario - sterility in a younger man
with no children - the trust might be
liable for a figure in excess of
£100,000 in compensation." 
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In a ray of hope for those who havelost their nose to cancer or in an
accident, scientists have reported the
first-ever successful nose
reconstruction surgery using
cartilage grown in the laboratory.

Cartilage cells were extracted
from the patient's nasal septum,
multiplied and expanded onto a
collagen membrane. The so-called
engineered cartilage was then
shaped according to the defect and
implanted.
"The engineered cartilage has

clinical results comparable to the
current standard surgery. This new
technique could help the body to
accept the new tissue better and to
improve the stability and
functionality of the nostril," said
Ivan Martin, professor for tissue

engineering at the University
Hospital of Basel.
A research team from the

University of Basel in Switzerland,
used a method called tissue
engineering where cartilage is grown
from patients' own cells. This new
technique was applied on five

patients, aged 76 to 88 years, with
severe defects on their nose after
skin cancer surgery.
One year after the reconstruction,

all five patients were satisfied with
their ability to breathe as well as
with the cosmetic appearance of
their nose. None of them reported
any side effects.
"The method opens the way to

using engineered cartilage for more
challenging reconstructions in facial
surgery such as the complete nose,
eyelid or ear," said Martin.
Usually, grafts for reconstruction

are taken from the nasal septum, the
ear or the ribs and used to
functionally reconstruct the nose.
However, this procedure is very
invasive, painful and can lead to
complications at the site of the
excision due to the additional
surgery.

The researchers extracted a small
biopsy, isolated the cartilage cells
and multiplied them. The expanded
cells were seeded onto a collagen
membrane and cultured for two
additional weeks, generating
cartilage 40 times the size of the
original biopsy.
The engineered grafts were then

shaped according to the defect on the
nostril and implanted. 
The same engineered grafts are

currently being tested in a parallel
study for articular cartilage repair in
the knee. 

Scientists reconstruct nose
from lab-grown cartilage

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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The ageing process in humans
can be reversed one day by
infusing young blood. Three

separate teams of researchers have
discovered this, which is termed as a
game changer for the scientific
community.
These studies have shown

rejuvenating effects in memory,
muscle strength, endurance and sense
of smell in elderly mice who were
infused with the blood of young
mice.
“There might be factors in the

young blood that can produce
globally regenerating effects in older
animals,” the researchers said.
“The changes are astounding in

terms of rejuvenating the mice both
in the periphery of the body and in
the brain,” Rudolph Tanzi, a
professor of neurology at Harvard
University was quoted as saying in a
report.
In first of the two papers

published in the journal Science, a
Harvard team found that by either
connecting the circulatory systems of
young and old mice - or injecting old
mice with a signaling protein isolated
from young blood - they could
strengthen and rejuvenate aged
muscles.
The research was led by Amy

Wagers, a professor of stem cell and
regenerative biology at Harvard.

The protein used in the study,
called GDF11, is already known to
reduce age-related heart enlargement,
which is characteristic of heart
failure.
In the second paper that appeared

in Science, another team from
Harvard, led by research associate
Lida Katsimpardi, also transferred
GDF11 from young mice to old ones.
The young blood improved

circulation in a particular brain
region, which, in turn, stimulated the
production of new nerve cells.
When these cells migrated to the

olfactory bulb and matured, the
elderly mouse's sense of smell

improved, reversing the loss in
sensitivity normally associated with
aging.
Third study published in the

journal Nature Medicine, conducted
by Saul Villeda at University of
California, San Francisco and Tony
Wyss-Coray at Stanford showed
young blood could stimulate the
growth of brain stem cells and new
neurons.
In addition to reversing the

normal ravages of ageing, young
blood might help turn around
declines in cognitive function
associated with age-related
conditions, the report added. 

Age reversal process
in the offing: Studies
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Revolutionary
technique to hasten rescue of

air-crash victims

The News Bureau

I
ndian scientists have de-
vised a method that could
be of global interest; to
not only predict the time
a plane will hit the ground

after losing contact but also
the probable crash site.

This finding is particularly
relevant in the light of the mys-
terious disappearance of
Mh370, the Malaysian airlines
plane that vanished without a
trace two months ago with 227
passengers and 14 crew mem-
bers.

"we have been working on
this problem much before the
Mh370 accident," Thirumala-
chetty harinarayana, director
of the Gujarat energy research
& Management Institute
(GerMI) here, told a news
agency.

Details of the GeMrI study
by harinarayana and Manoj
siddhardha, an aerospace en-

gineer at Coimbatore's amrita
Vishwa Vidyapeetham, have
been published in the latest
issue of International Journal
of engineering and Technical
research (IJeTr).

The system simultaneously
alerts the district administra-
tion, hospitals and police sta-
tions in the vicinity of the crash
site besides suggesting the
best route for the rescue
teams to reach the crash site -
all within seconds.

"Our study is focussed on
Gujarat, which has 13 airports,"
harinarayana said. "Our model
would enable quick location of
the crash site in the event of an
airplane disaster within Gu-
jarat."

he said that in order to pro-
vide this "alert service" all that
the system requires is the
cruising altitude of the plane,
its speed, its scheduled route
and its last known coordinates
before losing contact.

"These parameters - which
are readily available with the
air traffic controller monitoring
the airplane - are used to cal-
culate the time taken by the
plane to reach the ground," he
said.

In the next step, Geo-
graphic Information system
(GIs) database is used to iden-
tify the probable crash site,
harinarayana explained.

The researchers report that
their system locates a crash
site "within a few seconds with
good accuracy" making it
more reliable and faster than
the existing search-and-rescue
method that relies on signals
from special radio transmitters
- or black boxes - carried on
board airplanes.

according to harinarayana,
the new system has been suc-
cessfully validated in four dif-
ferent cases of hypothetical
plane crashes in Gujarat. 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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Selfish administrators, poor
channeling of young talent and
bad marketing continue to

plague India's football dream, even as
national and international events have
created a healthy infrastructure
footprint in the country.
According to Jamshid Nassiri, an

Iranian international footballer who
has made India his home, "Bad
marketing, no proper channelling of
development of football from
different age groups are some of the
problems. Even administrative
groups have selfish interests and
when they are approached for an
initiative, they are very non-
cooperative. Federations have to be
more interested to help football grow
in India."
Nassiri was in Goa recently as a

head scout of the IFB Boca Football
Champs programme that aims to

handpick 14 young and talented
Indian players who will then be
trained at Buenos Aires' based Boca
Juniors, a football club which has
churned out generation after
generation of soccer wizards right
from Diego Maradona to Gabriel
Batistuta to Juan Riquelme and now
Carlos Tevez.
Speaking to a news agency he

said, a string of national and
international games, he said, had
created excellent infrastructure, but
the management of these resources
was poor.
"National Games,

Commonwealth Games, Lusofonia
Games and others have created
excellent infrastructure. The
infrastructure is available but once the
event has happened, the stadia are
often kept locked," he lamented.
In the 1970s, Nassiri landed in

India as a student from Iran before he
was snapped up along with another

colleague by Kolkata's premier East
Bengal club. At the time, India had
"wonderful raw talent" without
infrastructure, he said, adding that it
was a time before cricket took over
India's sporting mind-space and
relegated football to a second or third
choice sport.
"There's plenty of talent in young

Indians which needs to be groomed.
Everybody cannot only ask the
government to do things. At some
stage it is the responsibility of the
corporates also to help in different
ways, for example, helping people
grow at the grassroots level and at the
school and college level. That's why

I am pleased that IFB has come
forward to create this excellent
programme to encourage football
talent in the country," he said.
Elaborating on his assignment,

Nassiri said: "This IFB Boca Football
Champs programme stretches to the
age 25. The USP is that it's the first of
its kind because it's the first college
tournament in India. Also, it's the first
school and college tournament."
Asked when India would emerge

as a global player in football, Nassiri
spoke of a vision which could yield
results after a decade, only if the
investments were made right now.
"You give me 10-12 years' time,

infrastructure and exposure to
different international-level training.
I can show you that if Indian
footallers are trained when they are
10 years old, then, by the time they
are 20, they will be as good as
international players," Nassiri
asserted. 

Selfish administrators plaguing
India's football dreams

SPORTS NEWS



The News You Like | May 201454

1. What is the book about?
Thoughts for the Adept is a

collection of 60 sermons, which
are the essence of my teachings
of the last twenty years. This
book is the first of the two
volumes.
The book is a must-read for any

serious practitioner who is
desirous of experiencing the
Supreme Reality. These sermons
shall take you to the doorway
which the Guru shall open for
you then, into the final merger…

2. What is your thought behind
writing such a book?
Creation consists of many

aspects, some are perceivable by
the five senses and for some,
higher senses are required which
require opening of the third eye.
Today’s men being ruled by
desire have little inclination to go
beyond the realm of five senses
and their objects.
Through these sermons I have

tried to expand the realm of
desires of people so that the quest
to access the final frontier sets in
and the journey of the spirit takes
a new dimension.
I have condensed my sermons

(teachings, as Dr David Frawley,
Director of American Institute of
Vedic Studies, chooses to call
them) into this book.

3. When will part two be

launched? Why did you divide
it into two volumes, why not
one big compilation?
The part two will be released

later this year.
One big compilation will be too

much energy at one place.
Normal people might not be able
to take it, so I have structured it
in two volumes for easy
assimilation.

4. You are an MA Economics,
have a family and a business
just like any routine person,
how does ‘yog’ fit into such a
lifestyle?
Yog does not tie you any

lifestyle, ritual or diet, it sets you
free. These days there are a lot of
misconceptions about yog. Yog
does not mean leaving everything
and sitting in the Himalayas,

THOUGHTS
For The Adept

In conversation with the world renowned Yog Guru and author, YOGI ASHWINI

SPIRITUAL NEWS
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there is a time and state for that.
Yog is ultimate science of being
relevant to each and every
individual, irrespective of their
age, sex, religion or profession.

5. What prompted you to take up
yog seriously, finally resulting
in you authoring so many
books on the subject?
Someone in the family had

cancer. At that time I went
everywhere looking for an
answer, but to no avail. I came
across many masters and teachers
and instructors and therapists
offering all kinds of courses in
ancient healing and yogic
sciences, not one could give me
the experience I was looking
for...My faith however was intact.
These sciences have existed for
so many millennia, they are
thedharohar of our rishis and
munis - the beings, or should I
say super-beings, who are known
to create parallel universes and
breathe young till their last. My
search continued, till…I met my
Guru.
I had my experience and one

after the other, the truths of
creation started unfolding in front
of me. These books have been
written to counter vices like
intoxication and tying of yogic
and healing sciences with money,
resulting in them losing their
efficacy.

6. What is a practical approach to
start yoga that suits to the
modern way of life?
Yog is a practical subject.

There are stages in yog. For a
beginner, it is important to get the
body into a state of balance, for it
is through this body only that one
takes the journey beyond. A
diseased or impure body is
insufficient to grant one the
experiences of subtler

dimensions. Sanatan Kriya, a
basic technique, is the essence of
Asthang Yog, ideal for modern
man to induce a state of balance
in all realms of being – physical,
financial, mental and emotional.
Once the body is balanced,
certain higher centers open up
and your own experiences guide
you on the path. The practice
ranges from 5 minutes to 5 hours
depending on lifestyle of an
individual. As the time increases,
experiences also grow, opening
of bondages to reveal higher
worlds. It’s a practical science,
practicing it will give you the
experience. The sermons are a
must read for any level of
practitioner, from the corporate
boardroom to the Himalayas, as
that has been my journey also,
practically.

7. Does this book detail the
Sanatan Kriya?
Sanatan Kriya is detailed on the

Dhyan Foundation website,
www.dhyanfoundation .com and
there is a separate book (Sanatan
Kriya: Essence of Yoga) detailing
the complete practice. Dhyan
Foundation conducts Sanatan
Kriya workshops all over the
world free of cost.

8. Where can we find the book?
The book can be procured from

Dhyan Foundation Centers across
the globe, from
www.dhyanfoundation.com, and
is also available at all leading
bookstores and online portals.

9. How many books have you
written? How many more to
come?
I have authored four books -
Sanatan Kriya: Essence of Yog,
Thoughts...of the Inner World,
Sanatan Kriya - 51 Miracles and
a haunting and Sanatan Kriya:
The Ageless Dimension besides
Thoughts for the Adept.  There
are no more to come. 
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colours of 2014 ElEctions

we bring you a compilation of pictures showing
prominent political leaders of almost all political parties
in Telangana and seemandhra either campaigning in

scorching summer or showing their fingers after exercising
their right to vote. a few among those shown in pictures include
Governor esL Narasimhan, Telugu Desam Party chief N
Chandrababu Naidu and his family, Nandamuri Balakrishna and
his family, Lok satta chief Jayaprakash Narayana, BJP Telangana
state president Kishan reddy. BJP prime ministerial candidate
Narendra Modi, incumbent prime minister Dr Manmohan singh,
rahul Gandhi, Trs chief K Chandrasekhar rao and several
others were seen addressing huge gatherings or greeting
crowds during their rallies or public meetings in different parts
of the country as part of 2014 elections campaign. 

ELECTION NEWS
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